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PRESS RELEASE

ARGENTINE W20 DELEGATION EXPRESSES DISAGREEMENT WITH THE
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT’S BLOCKING OF A DOCUMENT ON WOMEN’S
EMPOWERMENT

The Argentine delegates who are members of the W20 civil society group express our deep
disagreement with the decision made by the governmental representatives of Argentina,
which prevented reaching the necessary consensus to present a declaration on gender and
care policies to the G20 leaders.

In light of the Argentine Government’s blocking of the document developed by the
Governmental Working Group on Women’s Empowerment (known as EWWG, by its
acronym in English), the Argentine delegation of the W20—comprised of the
non-governmental organizations signing this statement—hereby expresses its dissent. This
decision had a significant impact, as it prevented the necessary consensus for the document
to be submitted to the G20 Heads of State Summit.

The objection that led the Argentine government to break consensus is based on a denial of
the concept of gender, a term recognized globally and regionally, and which our country has
supported and adopted for decades. The rejection of care policies stems from a mistaken
interpretation suggesting that initiatives aimed at coordinating work and family
responsibilities would eliminate care provided by mothers and fathers—and especially by
women worldwide. In reality, these initiatives do not question or eliminate such care; instead,
they seek to acknowledge, redistribute, and value care work, both within families and across
society.

These discrepancies demonstrate a lack of recognition of the evolution of women's role in
society and ignore the progress made in terms of rights and in the development of public
policies aimed at gender equality, as well as valuing the contribution that men make to the
care of their families.

This setback not only isolates our country from global consensus but also jeopardizes
essential policies needed to eradicate violence, guarantee economic autonomy, and
strengthen the care economy as a key driver of economic development.



The Argentine delegation of the W20 has always remained open to dialogue and
cooperation, offering its technical expertise and willingness to clarify any differences or
misunderstandings regarding the concepts addressed. Unfortunately, despite these efforts, it
was not possible to overcome these differences nor to reach a shared understanding
between civil society and the government regarding the foundations of these policies and the
approaches taken by the Argentine governmental delegation.

Our delegation defended these issues within the non-governmental W20 group and actively
contributed to the consensus achieved; therefore, we reject the position of the Argentine
Government and reaffirm our commitment to making this situation visible in relevant
international forums.
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